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Connecting the dots ..... 


2010 Organizing and the Tar Sands: 
Inspiring the SPP and helping the Olympics 


by MacDonald Stainsby 


For much of the last year, many of the 
anti-capitalist and anti-authoritarian forces 
across Canada have started to work towards 
converging many of the bigger issues to take 
place in 2010 into a larger whole. 


Some of the issues included are: The 2010 
Olympic Games in Vancouver, the next 
round of Security and Prosperity Partnership 
[SPP] negotiations to be held within Canada- 
- and the G8 Summit to be held in Ontario 
all during that same year. On many different 
levels these issues interlink and have an 
inherent connection with one another. Some 
of them, more than others. Here I wish to 
make the case that what belongs as a major 
thread through all of these discussions is 
often absent among those of us trying to 
make these larger connections coherent in 
our organizing. 
Here I will specifically focus on making a 
connection for the 2010 Games resistance, 
rn 2.55 s 
—- ~ Satt- a k 





=~ g pnra 


When we organize to 
confront the Security and 
Prosperity Partnership... 

when we speak against 
the wholesale wiping 
out of neighbourhoods 


in Vancouver ... we are 
speaking against many 
of the same issues ... 
being brought about by 
the latest play of a dying 
global petroleum based 
economy. 


the SPP and 

the Albertan 

Tar Sands as 
another central 
organizing point. 





When people try 
and establish a 
comprehensive vision of what the critique 
around the 2010 Games is from a social 
point, the list involves the decimation of 
whole working-class neighbourhoods, 
housing, increased security measures, 
trade and migration changes in a regressive 
direction, the further removal and/or denial 
of sovereignty at the local level for many 
first nations and the further attack on the 
environment in the name of ecology. 


In all the cases listed above, and others 

not listed, there are shared results with the 
hyper-growth of the largest industrial project 
in human history. The tar sands-- under their 
] “rebranded” name of oil 

| sands, received an entire 
separate round of talks 
and agreements within the 
SPP negotiations-- “The 
Oil Sands Experts group.” 
Their opening, “executive 
summary” makes it plain: 


President Bush, Prime 
Minister Martin 

and President Fox 
officially announced 

the Security and 
Prosperity Partnership 
of North American (SPP) 


continued on page 3 ... 





agreement in March 2005. 
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JUST ANOTHER RANT 


i really wanted to attend the 
anarchist book fair, but i was just 
too busy that weekend, putting 
this newspaper together. i never 
handed a single paper in late in 
all my many years of college 

and university, and i’m certainly 
not going to miss a print date. 
besides, the vendors would kill 
me and i’m not ready for that yet. 


i wanted to go to the bookfair, 
connect with like-minded souls, 
and learn more about the historical 
and contemporary roots of the 
movement. we’re in the midst 

of some major elections - the 
canadian federal election, the 
american (yawn, isn’t that over 
yet) distraction machine and 

the most important of all, our 
local municipal opportunities for 
change. i was hoping to hang out with intellectuals young 
and old and talk about real alternatives, have affirmed my gut 
feeling that it’s better not to participate than to elect someone 
who’s going to do something stupid (like endorse the murder 
of another bunch of ‘taliban’ children in afghanistan) and 
then, by extension, have that blood on my hands. whatever 
decisions those elected officials make, they can effectively 
pass their responsibility to the masses who voted for them. 
hmmm ... maybe that’s 
how they sleep at night, 
no doubt with some 
help from their little 
prescription friends. 


that’s not how i sleep at 
night. normally i sleep 
deeply and completely, 
with a clear conscience 
because i don’t participate 
in those death affirming 
activities, but these past 
few nights i admit i’ve 
slept fitfully, awaking 
with images of cuba in my 
psyche. with feelings of 
despair and helplessness. 


i had no idea, until i visited there this year as part of a 
humanitarian aid mission, how much i’d love cuba - the 
island, their revolution, the people. 


cuba’s been hit hard by three hurricanes. some say it’s set 
them back fifty years, in terms of their construction and 
maintenance efforts, an estimated 5 billion dollars of damage. 


the system’s not perfect, i won’t say that, but the cuban 
people have teeth. literally and figuratively, the cuban people 
have teeth. they’re probably the healthiest population on the 
planet, with full access to health care throughout their entire 
lives. regardless of what’s going on around them, health care 
and priority remain their priorities. 

i have faith that cuba’s government will not accept aid that 
has capitalist and/or imperialist teeth attached. they won’t 
go to the imf or the world bank for a loan, the repayment 

of which will require a ‘structural adjustment program’ 
(essentially dismantling their social programs, as so many 
other nations have done). they may turn to china who have 


OPINION 


You no longer see or hear the 
government’s mantra TAX CUTS 
AND SMALLER GOVERNMENTS. 
However, subconsciously = L 
we now accept it as ‘true.’ i 


We do not think about 
the impacts when the 
government always talks 
of tax cuts whenever 

a budget surplus is 
predicted. All we do is 
complain when cutbacks 
close senior’s homes, 
forces the closing of 
neighbourhood schools 
and selling its land etc... 


We forget that tax cuts 
reduce government 
incomes which force 
cutbacks in government 
services. Tax cuts and 
smaller governments are related. 


I recently learned that $56 billions have 









been given to profitable corporations 
between 2001-2007. A further $109 
billion of corporate tax cuts are 





scheduled for the next six years. These 
corporate tax cuts come to (8 + 31.7) 


by Janine Bandcroft 





provided some 
much needed 
transportation 
in the form of 
buses recently. 
(i guess we’re 
all connected 
to china, 
somehow, whether we like it or not.) 


unless ..... maybe we can do this 
ourselves ... maybe we can help cuba 
rebuild without the need to surrender to 
disaster capitalism. 


the group i travelled with this summer, 
the pastors for peace, are already 
organizing (perhaps they’re already 
on the road with) a caravan carrying 
carpenters and construction minded 
people and supplies. they’ll be 
challenging the american government 
imposed trade embargo, that’s effectively designed for 

the purposes of cultural genocide of the island peoples’ 
revolutionary dream, putting their own freedom at risk. i 
expect they fell in love with cuba decades ago when first they 
began this humanitarian aid project. (read more pg 11) 


locally, watch for “goods for cuba’ events. i'll also be 
showing slides from this summer’s adventure (see pg 11 
for more info). if you can help, please do. i know there are 
constantly people in need in our own communities, and it’s 

; = difficult to give to everyone, 
but i trust the pastors and if 
we all give a little bit maybe 
we can help cuba rebuild 
and remain independent on 
their revolutionary journey. 
ultimately, we need cuba, we 
revolutionaries, we anarchists, 
we socialists, we who wish 
to survive the corporate 
takeover of our earth and her 
precious resources and our 
ability to live autonomous and 
independent lives. 


cuba’s not perfect but she 
offers an example and right 
now her people are hurting. 
every little village i visited, this summer, knew about the 
pastores para la paz -- i'm confident that whatever the pastors 
for peace collect and redistribute goes directly to the people, 
no governments interfering and taking their unfair share. 


think about that when you’re at the ballot box, will you, and 
please choose carefully. and have pleasant dreams. 


If you choose to donate to pastors for peace (interreligious 
foundation for community organization), be sure to designate 
all contributions with the word Hurricane. Do not use the 
word “Cuba” online or on the cheque: 


Donate online @ IFCONEWS.org or send a cheque to: 


IFCO/PASTORS FOR PEACE 
418 W 145th Street, New York, NY 10031 


photos: (above) Woman and baby in church, July 08. 
(below) People carry their belongings as Hurricane Ike 
approaches in Batabano, Cuba. Photographer: REUTERS/ 
Enrique de la Osa (CUBA) 


What Canadians Could Do with $39.7 billion per year 


by Gerry Masuda 


$39.7 billions of annual lost federal 
government revenues each year! 


Think of what $39.7 billions per 
— - year of federal government income 
æ | could do for Canadians. Think 
i of adequate funding for health 

{ care, for education, and for new 

| programs such as Pharmacare, 

a national child care program, a 
guaranteed livable income. Do 
we need housing for the homeless, 
upgrading of our infrastructure 
(water, sewage, electrical power, 
roads, bridges) etc .... 





1 I now understand why, in a country 
as rich as Canada, the public is 
aq being deprived of government 

| services and programs which 
are inadequately funded and we 
are told that new programs are 

=! unaffordable. No wonder. We give 
away $39.7 billions to corporations as 
tax cuts each year. 
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The energy activities of the SPP 
encompass a trilateral effort among 
Mexico, the United States and 
Canada, to create a sustainable 
energy economy for North America. 
The Canadian oil sands are one 

of the world’s largest hydrocarbon 
resources and will be a significant 
contributor to energy supply and 
security for the continent. As 

such, the three countries agreed to 
collaborate through the SPP on the 
sustainable development of the oil 
sands resources and an ad hoc Oil 
Sands Experts Group was formed 
that includes the U.S., Canadian and 
Alberta Government representatives! 


The kind of strange new world that 

is being enunciated in these SPP 
negotiations even before we know 

what the plans include already has the 
Albertan government given near-state 
status, sitting along side the Canadian 
Government (then headed by Paul Martin 
and with current Liberal Leader Stéphane 
Dion as Environment Minister) and that 
of the United States. Before the actual 
documents began the various explicit 
thank yous to certain participants in this 
forum of the SPP included four members 
of Natural Resources Canada, six named 
members of the US Department of 
Energy, two from the Energy Department 
of Alberta as well as the speakers of 

the “working groups”-- from Jacobs 
Engineering in Canada along with 

the commercial director for British 
Petroleum. Mexico had an observer 

from their energy department present. 
The entire session was facilitated by a 
consultant from Calgary. 


The discussions involve the problems 

of delivery and energy supplies needed 
to create the level of production 
“necessary” to reach their goal set of 
quintupling production (to a level that 
would outstrip the productive capacity of 
both Iraq and Iran): 


The geography of North America 
requires integrated long distance 
pipelines that transport crudes and 
finished products. New pipelines 
and pipeline expansion plans are 
already in place to meet the certain 
doubling of oil sands production to 
two million barrels per day by 2010 
to 2012 timeframe. This includes 
extensions of the market va a west 
coast port, and more deeply into 

the U.S. However, pursuing new 
markets beyond then will necessitate 
an expansion in delivery systems. 
The fivefold expansion anticipated 
for oil sands products in a relatively 
short time span will represent many 
challenges for the pipeline industry. 
New and expanded pipelines will 
move more volume into existing and 
expanding interior U.S. markets, and 
offer shipments to California via the 
Canadian West Coast? 


Further explaining what these kinds of 
developments will mean, they explicate 
it with: 

“Regulatory and permitting issues 
were cited as a concern on both sides 
of the Canada/U.S. border, as they 
impact the overall risk and timing of 
pipeline investments. In the United 
States, pipeline companies face an 
often complicated and “patchwork” 
collection of local, state, or federal 
regulations as well as potential 
obligations to Native American 
groups.” [....] 


“Governments are encouraged to 
streamline the regulatory approval 
process and better manage the risk 
to both pipeline and energy projects. 
Canadian governments have already 
gone a long way to coordinating and 
streamlining the environmental and 
regulatory approvals, but more needs 
to be done.” 


In other words, for a project that 


crosses the entire continent, the legal 
challenges that could be posed by local 
communities and indigenous nations are 
to be negotiated away ahead of time. 
Canada is already touted as having done 
a great deal of work eliminating these 
“barriers.” 


The extent to which labour has already 
been stretched beyond capacity is 
earmarked for discussion as well: 


“The rapid pace of development 

in Alberta and in other parts of 
North America has contributed to 
escalating demands for in skilled 
trades people and professional 
engineers that have placed pressure 
on their availability as well as 

the cost of their services. These 
pressures could affect development 
plans and time lines for oil sands 
projects, pipelines, upgraders and 
refineries. Construction materials 
also face similar pressures. Several 
of the groups also discussed the 
infrastructure limitations in the fast 
growing region of Fort McMurray.”* 


The promise of actually looking into 
a social impact of the proposed plans 
was negated only a short way into the 
“experts report” however: 


“While important to Canada, issues 
related to bitumen production, 
internal infrastructure, societal 
challenges from rapid growth, and 
the environmental footprint were not 
a focus of this workshop.”° 


So now that any discussion of what 

the social or environmental impacts 

are has been ruled out, we can get 

back to the “important stuff” of the 
“experts” discussions. Such as how 
problematic it is to ship all of the 
produced bitumen,“synthetic” light 
crude and various blends of these, given 
pipeline infrastructure problems. These 
issues-- discussed after mandating 
Canada in the documents with dealing 
with “societal challenges” and “the 
environmental footprint” on their own-- 
need resolution due to a serious need for 
more pipelines and refineries. The logic 
here is “we make the plans at this level, 
the Canadian government is tasked with 
coming up with a ‘legal’ sounding way 
to implement these plans.” Not truly 
encouraging. 


However, there is one “societal 
challenge” area that the SPP talks have 
no qualms about recommending changes 
towards: Labour, or more specifically 
(im)migration regulations. 


“While not directly related to 
market availability issues, strained 
availability of trained construction 
personnel in Alberta, coupled with the 
relatively remote locations of many 
of the projects, have led to significant 
capital cost overruns in recent major 
projects. Low initial estimates likely 
also contributed to this situation. 
The combination of these factors 
was responsible for the scaling 
down of plans for another major 
project. Canadian governments 
are already aware of the need to 
review immigration rules to allow 
a faster influx of skilled trades 
and professionals from outside of 
Canada.” (emphasis added) 


Other analysts have written of many 

of the machinations by which the SPP 
plans to create a new, highly exploitable 
and disposable labour force through 
programs like the “Temporary Foreign 
Worker” program. The key to note here 
is the sheer volume and magnitude of 
these construction programs for the 
“Gigaproject” of the tar sands. Shortly 
after the above description of labour 
needs, the “proposed action” laid 

out was: “Industry and construction 
associations in Alberta need to pursue 
this issue of availability of skilled labour 
at both the federal and provincial levels 
of the Canadian government.” To keep 
clear to people of what is and is not 
part of the SPP’s “Experts” scope, three 
paragraphs and a little bit later we are 


reminded: 


“The upgrading and refining working 
groups also discussed a number of 
environmental issues in bitumen 
recovery and upgrading, and 
infrastructure limitations in the fast 
growing region of Fort McMurray. 
While these challenges are important 
in the overall development of the 
resource, they are considered outside 
the scope of this workshop’s focus 
on market expansion and related 
initiatives .”° (emphasis added) 


In terms of how to construct the needed 
infrastructure, yet more “streamlining” 
is proposed by the “Experts.” The 
highlights of pipeline discussions 
include: 


Ultimately, the market will determine 
the appropriate investment decisions. 
Continued communication among 
governments, associations, and 
pipeline companies and their clients 
is necessary. Governments can help 
to ensure that issues are raised and 
discussed, such as at the Oil Sands 
Experts Working Group Workshop. 


Regulatory issues were cited as a 
major concern on both sides of the 
Canada/U.S. border. This applies 
not only to new construction but also 
to expansion or reversal of existing 
pipelines. [....] 

In November 2005, as part of the 
SPP, the NEB and the U.S. Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration signed an MOU 
that set the stage for increased 
compliance data sharing as well as 
staff exchanges and joint training 
opportunities. 


Canadian governments have already 
gone a long way to coordinating and 
streamlining the environmental and 
regulatory approvals, but more needs 
to be done. [....] 


Governments need to streamline 
regulatory approval and better 
manage the risk to both pipeline and 
energy projects. Providing process 
mapping and a one-stop-shop for 
proponents would help to ease the 
complexity, facilitate coordination 
and reduce the time required for 
regulatory approval and permitting. 
Expanding the planning horizon 
and including all stakeholders 

such as government, producers, 
NGO’s, First Nations, and private 
landowners, could help to identify 
and resolve the environmental and 
accommodation concerns in a more 
timely manner. [....] 


Governments can help to ensure 

that information about projects is 
collected and disseminated, and that 
issues are raised and discussed, such 
as at the workshop. With respect to 
infrastructure and workforce issues, 
government needs to take the lead 
with policy issues dealing with 
immigration and infrastructure 
while greater industry transparency 
would aid with long-term planning. 
[emphasis added] 


To help understand this perspective, 

a single long distance pipeline can 

take upwards of five-figures worth of 
workers. In order to meet the goals 
being set by the SPP’s “experts,” the 
continuation of the trend begun in 2006-- 
with more “temporary foreign workers” 
coming into Alberta than landed 
immigrants-- must not only continue, but 
be ramped up by astronomical numbers. 
Such is by far the greatest need that the 
North American energy grid has, if it is 
to construct many dozens of pipelines, 
refineries, upgraders, open pit mines 

and in-situ operations themselves. The 
complete wholesale creation of a super 
exploitable underclass of worker across 
all of Canada must be established, akin 
to the TFW employees building the 
“Canada” line in Vancouver timed for 
the beginning of the Olympics-- but on a 
scale of many multiple times larger. 


In our organizing and understanding 


we correctly identify the wholesale 
changes being planned for the continent 
through the changes to many different 
regulations, from labour, to “citizenship” 
through to environmental. These 
analyses are all correct, but they are 

not holistic. There are specific plans 
underway for these negotiations, and the 
impacts and outgrowths of all of them 
are staking out the heart of the social 
changes for human beings under the 
continuation of the SPP. Twinned with 
agreements like the Trade, Investment 
and Labour Mobility Agreement, or 
TILMA, the local levers of resistance 
are being quietly negotiated away. 

This is happening at a time when, 

for a multiplicity of reasons, there is 
seemingly no turning back from $120- 
plus a barrel of oil. 


As a means to secure the price of oil 
stays high enough for the second largest 
reserves of oil on the planet, the same 
people who have brought us a war on 
Iraq will manipulate the costs of oil 
high enough to make a major play for 
construction of access to the second 
largest deposit of oil on the planet. Soon 
enough, geology takes over as old oil 
wells run dry the world over, and these 
high-energy cost reserves remain the 
only way left to “preserve the [North] 
American way of life.” 


When we organize to confront the 
Security and Prosperity Partnership 
continually up until and through the 
SPP negotiations in 2010, when we 
speak against the wholesale wiping out 
of neighbourhoods in Vancouver and 
multiple unceded nations in the west, we 
are speaking against many of the same 
issues-- except on a larger scale-- being 
brought about by the latest play of a 
dying global petroleum based economy. 
In the year 2010, as a part of the mass 
convergences on the Olympics and on 
the SPP (and the G8 among many), we 
need to educate our own ranks and speak 
forcefully to understand the central 

role that high oil has in all of these 
plans. A fight against the kinds of mass 
exploitation of people and nations being 
visited upon us all by the tar sands is 
being negotiated through the SPP and 

is being given full-flight through the 
militarization of the Down Town East 
Side of Vancouver. 


For us to have a chance to defeat the 
monoliths being proposed through 
agreements like the SPP, we need 

to look where often we do not-- the 
disappearing forests and expanding 
moonscapes in northern Alberta: Ground 
Zero for the largest industrial project in 
human history, and the progenitor of the 
vast de-regulation of how human and 
ecological resources are weighed against 
corporate power and militarized states 
that seek energy and profit. The 2010 
convergences, to have a lasting impact, 
need to make an analysis of the tar sands 
an integral part of the work to be done 
over the next less-than-two years. Maybe 
we haven’t got the answers-- if so, we 
must become skilled at learning. 


Macdonald Stainsby is a writer, 

social justice activist and professional 
hitchhiker who is looking for a ride to 
the better world. He is also the co- 
ordinator of oilsandstruth.org. This 
article was originally published in ZMag 
- www.zmag.org - it was reprinted with 
the author’s permission. 

Sources: 


Draft working report: Oil Sands Experts 
Group Workshop - Houston, Texas, 
January 24-25, 2006 
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Dear Readers, 


Sorry for not writing earlier but I’ve had a bad summer. Anyways, this 
writing deals with most of it. 


First, there’s the banning of a lot of the street people from being able to 

buy beer or wine from some of the downtown area. Liquor stores, and the 
cold wine and beer stores. Some of the people I know who are on these so 
called “hit lists.” Some people are banned from being drunk, theft, or are 
just stupid. But also there are some of us who are banned just for knowing 
them. These bans vary from one day to life. So let’s write to the authorities 
to find out if it’s legal or not. 


Secondly, this is about myself. If you have seen or read about my stunt 
streaking during the football game, I would like to sincerely say “I’m 
SORRY.” I really have no excuses, except I only did it on a “DARE,” for 

a bottle of wine. I went to jail for doing what I did. Still no excuse, won’t 
happen again (I hope). Also, I want to apologize to all the kids who were at 
the game. 


Thanks, Red 





i che Saas 


A rare moment of laughter on the SUB picket line at UVic. 
Workers want a living wage. For info: uswlocal2952.blogspot.com 


Compassion, Not Fear 


Like many of you, I too received the Conservative government’s new 
missive re. the dangers of “junkies” on our streets. In response, I have 
photocopied the original letter a dozen times (after all, it is “postage 
paid”!), and attached the following response over the section with the 
election ballot: 


Dear Prime Minister Harper, Jay Hill, and the Conservative government, 


Thank you for your recent piece of unsolicited mail alerting us to the 
potential dangers of “junkies” on our streets; it has confirmed that 
rather than presenting the Canadian public with a public health- 
centered approach to substance use informed by science, reason and 
compassion, your party is willing to use derogatory terminology and 
scare-tactics to re-enforce failed federal drug policies that are based on 
fear, prejudice and misinformation. Incidentally - as science seems to 
matter little to your cabinet - the information that you’re presenting is 
both dishonest and inaccurate. 


According to the Canadian Center on Justice Statistics, the 2007 
national crime rate “reached its lowest point in 30 years. Canadian 
police services reported a 7% decline in crime, the third consecutive 
annual decrease . . . Among the few crimes to increase in 2007 were 
drug offences and impaired driving, both of which tend to be influenced 
by police enforcement practices. Drug offences were up 4%, with 
cannabis possession accounting for most of the increase.” 


In other words, with crime in Canada in a serious decline, your 
government is suggesting devoting yet more resources to criminalizing 
responsible adult cannabis users and people suffering from serious 
addictions, both of which are clearly public health concerns, and not 
criminal justice matters. 


However, your fear-mongering outreach letter did serve one purpose: 

it reinforced the need to change this federal government RIGHT NOW! 
So I’m going to inform my friends and neighbours about my concerns in 
regards to this incredible waste of taxpayer resources, and will support 
any party that offers an alternative to the divisive politics of fear 
inherent to the Conservative party. In other words, my answer to the 
question “who do you think is on the right track on crime?” is as easy 
as “ABC,” or ANYONE BUT THE CONSERVATIVES!! 


I then put all my responses in the mail, and have forwarded this email to 
friends and family so that they can do the same. I’ve also informed the 
press and my elected officials re. my outrage and response, and urge you 
all to do the same. 


Please don’t put up with the Conservative Party’s U.S.-style drug war, their 
fear-mongering, or their continued waste of taxpayer dollars to support 

a misguided prohibitionist ideology that threatens the public health and 
personal freedom of all Canadians. Print out this document, glue or tape it 
to their letter, and send them a message that we Canadians deserve better 
from our federal government and our elected officials. This has to end 
right now! 


Best regards, 
Philippe Lucas 









Solving the Oil Crisis 


The world in caught in a perfect storm of events that if left unchecked will cause 
the world ecologies and economies to implode. We are like the man standing 
beside the forming of a volcano in his back yard. The day before yesterday the 
lawn was flat. Today it rises 500ft. We are mesmerized by the doubling and 
tripling of the price of oil as if it was a giant growing in our back yard. As the 
need to act is increasing at an exponential rate we are all frozen in disbelief. I 
am not saying we should panic. I am just saying we need to think on our feet 
and start acting. 


We need to dramatically limit the amount of energy we export, especially to the 
US who will suck us dry in no time if we don’t stop them. This will cause them 
to not like us as much but it will move their alternative energy development 
into high gear and help them more in the long run. Now that their economy is 
stalling it is the perfect time for them to develop alternative energy. Unlike 
Canada the US has an excellent abundance of sunlight...enough to power their 
entire economy, not to mention the massive amounts of wind and geothermal 
they have yet to bring online. I have no doubt that an Obama or Clinton 
administration would be quick to embrace this challenge whereas a republican 
government would rather go to war with Canada and take what they want.... 
Stupid to the last drop. 


By legislating the price of oil and gas to $13/barrel plus labour inflation. Oil 
was at $13 in 1999. By rationing CO2 producing fuels we can peg the price of 
gas such that everyone especially the Americans will want to visit. The price 
of anything produced in Canada will be able to out price most any import even 
without import duties. We can produce and consume locally and avoid the 
recession and depression that will result from high oil prices. 


Exports are a different story and we should only export goods that have an 

oil surcharge on them comparable to the energy other nations must spend. 
Anything using fuel or energy to move goods or people to destinations outside 
of Canada should pay that surcharge. 


We could let Americans coming here to fill up on our cheap gas but only take 
what their tanks can carry. 


This policy will drive our economy comfortably through the bad times to come. 


Finally we need to end the biofuel industry in Canada. Burning oil or gas 
produces CO2 result regardless where you get the oil from. Biofuels are an idea 
developed by the oil industry as a way to get more oil profit, while spinning it as 
green. It will produce short term energy but in the long run destroy the soil and 
starve over 50% of the population. 


Isn’t it better to act now and be a hero, than to wait until the starving come 
knocking looking for someone to blame and hang? 


What we need now is leaders willing to make the changes required to curtail 
the energy industry, encourage alternative energy and promote sustainable 
communities. Getting elected will not be a problem. 


Jim Wight & Sue Hiscocks 





A big THANK YOU! "io the 
What Would the Sisters Do? 
Seems weird that with something as essential as a place to call home, all of those 
cities that apply for the funding to deal with homelessness spend a lot on legal 
and policing fees to make sure the homelessness is “out of sight, out of mind.” I 
wonder how much it cost the city to pay the lawyer, photocopy, pay wages, and 


all of that stuff related to this court battle. How many housing units would it have 
built? 


As a long ago (1951 -1962) 11 year student at ST Anns (and not necessarily one 
of the good ones) I remember as a very young girl handing out sandwiches to 
homeless and poor people every Saturday at the then Kitchen door. Somehow 

I think the deceased Sisters would be appalled to discover that their gift to the 
province and the city of Victoria has NOT reflected any of the values that they 
held close to their hearts and put into practice for so many years. 


(see story page 7) 


I personally have an instant repugnance for those houses of worship that have 
put up the no trespassing signs (even outside OUR PLACE). Seems like Jesus 
was trying to welcome the poor and indigent into his heart not charge them with 
trespassing or loitering. 


40% of those sleeping on the street or “sleeping rough” are our first Nations 
People. Beggars in their own land. 


carolr 
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DON’T STEAI 


The Government 
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Originally published 
in Portland's Street 
Roots (August 25 08), 
and the Street News 
Service © (www. 
streetnewsservice. 
org), and reprinted 
with their permission. 


How the 
U.S. deals 
with 
“social 
issues” 


in court 
by Paul Boden 


The current 
proliferation of 
separate court 
systems — often 
referred to as 
“restorative justice” 
— within the U.S. 
criminal justice 
system tells us all 

we need to know about how government is 
addressing the health care and housing needs 
of America’s poor. Because many poor, 
mentally ill, unhoused or drug addicted people 
get arrested, the courts became more and more 
overcrowded with what were deemed “social 
issues.” 


The response was to create separate systems 
for the administration of these cases. 
Ironically, these substance abuse courts, 
mental health courts and, most recently, 
homeless courts all coincide with drastic 
reductions in state and federal government 
funding of community-based treatment and 
housing programs. In one classic example, the 
King County (Wash.) court system established 
mental health courts while at the same time 
the state cut $6 million in community-based 
mental health programs. 


This is not an isolated incident. It has become 
a national trend. While the social-service 
branches of government have divested 
themselves of responsibility to fulfill their 
initial mandates, the branch of government 
charged with incarceration and rehabilitation 
has created a whole new role for itself, that of 
an access point to treatment, social workers 
and shelter services. In 1997 only two mental 
health courts existed in the United States. 
Today we have over 100. It is ironic that 
today the three largest residential mental 
health facilities in the United States are the 
Los Angeles County jail, Cook County jail in 
Chicago and Rikers Island in New York City! 


Mentally ill jail inmates are 2.5 times 

more likely to have been homeless prior to 
incarceration compared with all other inmates. 
The criminal justice system is ill-equipped to 
address the social issues being dumped on its 
courtroom floors, so now we are getting these 
behavioral courts that all come with a special 
twist: no option to plead “not guilty.” 








The 
Big Wheel 
Project! 


What could be purer 
than recycling with 
a 100% recycled 
piece of equipment 
uani zero carbon 
ootprint ! 


Contact Tony at 
tonystrailers.com or 
(250) 743-9915 
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Homeless courts are the newest incarnation of 
these special courts. Homeless courts are not 
courts as most people understand courts to be. 
In fact, they are just the opposite. Defendants 
in homeless courts are presumed guilty and 
must plead guilty in order to avail themselves 


of whatever services are to be offered through 
the courts. Due process, anyone? 


“Defendants” are brought in for such “crimes” 
as sleeping, camping, disturbing the contents 
of a container (ie. going through trash for 
food or recyclables), panhandling, being in 

a park after hours (parks that until a very 
short time ago were open 24 hours and used 
to be considered public space), jaywalking, 
loitering, sitting or lying on a sidewalk and, 
of course, the grande dame of egregious 
offenses committed by homeless people, 
peeing and defecating. Once they plead 
“guilty,” they are then assigned to services or 
community service (in lieu of jail or fines) as 
an alternative sentence handed down by the 
benevolent court. 


In San Francisco and Los Angeles, though, 
attorneys doing citation defense have won 
dismissal of all charges in more than 80 
percent of the cases they represented. In legal 
terms, more than 80 percent have been found 
not guilty of the original charges against them. 


In other words, local governments are creating 
two-tiered court systems that are determined 
by economic status. There are criminal courts 
for people who can afford attorneys or have 
access to a public defender. They recognize 
due process. And now there are behavioral 
courts for people who cannot afford attorneys 
and have no access to a public defender. They 
do not recognize due process. 


This separation that sends poor people 

who are homeless or mentally ill to special 
“courts,” where they must plead guilty 

in order to obtain the services they so 
desperately need, violates the very foundation 
of our criminal justice system. 


Paul Boden is the executive director of the 
US Western Regional Advocacy Project, or 
WRAP (www. 
wraphome. 
org). The 
organization is 
a coalition of 
organizations 
along the 

West Coast 
committed to 
exposing and 
eliminating the root causes of civil and human 
rights abuses of people experiencing poverty 
and homelessness. 








What to make of an altogether 
expected alliance that still 
manages to snap your eyes wide 
open in astonishment when 
you actually come across it 

in person? I’m speaking of the Downtown Victoria Business 
Association (DVBA), whose name suggests only half the 
story and which manages to nicely gloss things over in its 
vision statement: “Downtown Victoria is a welcoming, vibrant 
and prosperous destination that offers the people of Greater 
Victoria a unique, authentic, and high quality experience.” 
What’s missing here is the punch line, words that cement the 
unsurprising alliance, words like “Backed up by the strong, 
unforgiving arm of VicPD.” (That’s the new branding for 
Victoria’s police department, which, like most shops and 
restaurants downtown, is so desperately seeking staff that the 
rear doors of its paddy wagons display a recruitment ad.) 


Conned 


by Brian Mason 


The DVBA held its annual general meeting in June at the Laurel 
Point Inn where I, representing the Bread and Roses Collective, 
was one of a couple of hundred luncheon guests. It could just 
as well have been a law enforcement conference judging by the 
posters in the lobby — large, colourful photographs featuring 
VicPD on foot patrol in downtown Victoria — the promotional 
handouts (more police bumpf), the uniformed and plain clothes 
police in attendance, and the featured after-lunch speaker, Judge 
Richard Weinberg of the Midtown (Manhattan) Community 
Court. This group hug between the business and police 
communities carries disturbing implications for the rest of us. 


The imperious-sounding Judge Richard made it clear that he 
and His Community Court had more or less single-handedly 
cleaned up New York City, rescuing it from the scourge of the 
drug addled, the mentally unbalanced, the predatory criminal 
and the just plain down and out. He had, you guessed it, 

once again made it safe for business to thrive. His formula for 
success? Talk persuasively and carry, while never hesitating for 
a New York minute to use, a very big stick. Why, if you don’t 
do what I say, Judge Richard explained, “I will put you in jail,” 
the longer the better, never mind that this approach heralds the 
utter and complete failure of regular social services and the war 
on drugs. Judge Richard was glibly dismissive of any and all 
criticisms of His Court, either by the left (it criminalizes social 
problems) or the right (too soft on crime). He’s heard them all 
many times before and, as he stressed, only he has The Answer. 


Apparently several of our city councillors, on a recent visit to 
New York City, were smitten with The Judge and the promises 
of His Court, which begs an essential question: What could we 
ever learn about social justice policy from a bankrupt warrior 
nation, whose every official response to social problems is 
aggressively punitive? With one in 100 adults behind bars, the 
United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world 
and ranks fourth among countries in the number of executions 
carried out. When it was pointed out to Judge Richard that we 
in Canada don’t rush to imprison people for minor offences, and 
especially not for lengthy periods, he conceded that His Court 
works best with “more leverage.” Let’s pass on the Judge’s 
self-serving offer to officially open a community court in 
Victoria, should we ever get one. 


Another program featured at the luncheon was Retail C.O.P. 
(Cameras on Patrol), jointly developed with the business 
community of crime-riddled Surrey. Unlike the Manhattan 
Project, this one is ready to be rolled out to downtown 
businesses by the DVBA, in full alliance with VicPd, nudged 
along by the lure of financial subsidy. It involves camera 
surveillance of all customers with full sharing of the captured 
images among participating businesses and the police. This 
“wonderful project,” we were told, will hold “certain sensitive 
information.” In the DVBA’s own words, it will permit 
“business owners to share information relating to known and 
unknown (sic!!) retail criminals in our community.” What’s 
an “unknown criminal” you might ask? Why it’s you and 

me, every one of us, every time we step into a participating 
downtown store to look around. In other words, municipal tax 
dollars — nearly all of the DVBA’s revenues are derived from a 
City of Victoria improvement area levy, which works in balance 
with regular tax assessments — are being used to subsidize the 
purchase of surveillance technology so downtown business 
owners and their police sidekicks can keep an electronic eye on 
us at all times. This astonishing invasion of privacy, let alone 
the co-opting of a public police agency by a particular vested 
interest group (the DVBA), was presented as something to be 
benignly welcomed, as if aggressive law enforcement were the 
only imaginable response to our nation’s dysfunctional drug 
laws and its fast-disappearing social services. 


Happily handcuffed together, the DVBA and VicPD are 
implementing this encroachment on our freedoms so we 

can enjoy a “unique, authentic and high quality experience” 
downtown. The march of the boots has begun. Next step: All 
aboard for Con Air. 


Submitted by Brian Mason, a writer and philosopher who lives 
in James Bay. 





Food Resources 


9-10 CLUB (ST. ANDREW’S SOUP KITCHEN) 
740 View St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 1J8 ph:388-5571 8 - 10am seven days a week. 


Church-run club providing daily meals on a drop-in basis. 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY 

973 Caledonia Street Victoria B.C.V8T 1E7 phone: 382-0283 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am-5pm, Weds, Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-4pm 
Laundry, showers, meals, clothing, limited housing spaces. 


COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
4-697 Goldstream Ave, 474-4443 
Tues, Weds: 10am-3pm, closed last week of the month 


ESQUIMALT COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Esquimalt United Church Hall, Lyall St., just past Admirals Rd. Tues & Thurs noon-1:15 


GOLDSTREAM FOOD BANK 

761 Station Rd (Legion Basement), Langford, B.C. phone: 474-4443 
3rd Tuesday, monthly at the basement of the Royal Canadian Legion. 
Serving the Western Communities from View Royal to Metchosin 


FOOD NOT BOMBS 

A collectively run food kitchen. Ph: 383-5144, ext 1940 
http://users.resist.ca/~fnb-victoria. A collectively run food kitchen. 

Free vegetarian serving Sundays, 3 pm - Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) 
Bring plastic containers for bowls, bags 4 produce. 


FRUIT AND VEGGIE BOX 

901 Kings Road, Victoria, B.C.,V8T 1W5 Phone: 388-7696 

Good Food Box Program - order $5, $10, or $15 box of fresh fruit and vegetables at 
the beginning of the month and receive it in the middle of the month. Purchased in 
bulk. Order and pick up boxes @ BCC 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

140 Oswego Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 2B1 phone: 389-1470 

Seniors Dinners on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 PM - $5.75 

Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other month., usually $4 & $2 -12 & under. 
Tickets must be purchased at the centre in advance 


Community school cafe open Mon - Fri 11:45 am -12:30 pm. $3.25 & child 2.75. 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY PROJECT 
547 Michigan Street, Victoria BC. V8V 1S5 (250) 388-7844, email: askus@jbcp.bc.ca 
Hours Monday to Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 


MEALS ON WHEELS 

For residents of Greater Victoria who, because of age, disability or illness, are unable 
to prepare an adequate meal for themselves, have inadequate cooking facilities, 
have no one to prepare meals, or have health and social needs. Referrals from 
doctors, health & Social Services agencies, concerned friends, family, or personal 
requests. Current cost of meals- $6.75. In addition to nutritional benefits, some social 
interaction. 479-6900 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 
625 Queens Avenue, Victoria, B.C.,V8T 1L9 Phone: 250-953-1575 

Service for families: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Service for couples and singles: Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM 


OUR PLACE 

919 Pandora Ave., Victoria, BC V8V 3P4, Phone: 250-388-7112 

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday, closed weekends; showers & laundry 9-3:30 

lunch - 11:30 am-12:30 pm; dinner - 4-5 pm 

Victoria's ‘Living Room’ - a drop in centre with computer room, printers, special 
projects, tea & coffee, singing Wednesdays with Louise Rose. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

101-831 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 Phone: 250- 382-2767 

9 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm-4:30 pm Mon-Friday, Tues aft for Women 

Must be 19 yrs, unless referred by parents, ASK, or Soc Services. Food, clothing, 
household items. Home visits, food vouchers for parents w/children. 

SAINT SAVIOUR’S KITCHEN 

310 Henry Street, Church Hall (VicWest) phone: 384-8773 

Rainbow Kitchen for everyone, Weds, Thurs, Fris, 12 noon 1:30 pm 

Shelter Weds-Sat nights, arrive 9-10 pm: mats, blankets, often food. Space for 25-35. 
SALVATION ARMY 

Family Services and Counselling (singles, too) 2695 Quadra St 250-386-8521 
Monday Friday, 9 am - 3:30 pm Emergency food hampers, clothing & small house 
wares vouchers. Extra shelter space only available in subzero temperatures. 

SIKH TEMPLE 

1210 Topaz Avenue, Victoria, V8T 2N1: (towards summit park), enter right side door 
250-383-5443 Every Sunday at noon - Free food serving, lentil dahl and chapatis, etc. 


STREETLINK EMERGENCY SHELTER 
1634 Store St., Victoria, B.C. V8W 1S2 Phone: 383-1951, office 383-1951 
Free dinner 7 days a week, 3 pm for meal ticket, serving at 3:30 


ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
1611 Quadra St., Victoria, B.C., V8W 2L5 phone: 383 7169 
Food bank open Tues & Fridays, 10 am-noon, in church basement. (Closed Fri and 


Tuesday after Welfare Wednesday, and Tuesdays after Monday stat.) 
VICTORIA NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 


231 Regina Avenue, Victoria, BC V8Z 1J6, 250-384-3211 
Wholesale prices, various size boxes. Pay first, pick up following wk. 


Good Food Box Program - Duncan area - 250-746-4204, www.providence.bc.ca. 


Housing Resources 
No Cost for Service, Time Limited Stay 

Salvation Army (Emerg men only) 525 Johnson Street, 384-3396 
Streetlink 1634 Store Street, 383-1951 
Sandy Merriman House (for women) 809 Burdett Avenue, 480-1408 
Sobering & Assessment Ctr (24 hr) 1125 Pembroke (@ Cook) 213-4444 
Out of the Rain (Youth 15-25) 812-0490 winter only, various locations 
Kiwanis Youth Shelter (13-18) 2117 Vancouver St., 386-8282 
479-3963 
Sooke Transition House 642-2591 Women with or without children 


Hill House - Women with children 


Vic. Women’s Transition House 385-6611 Women with or w/out kids 

Cridge Centre for the Family 1190 Kings Rd 386-7291 Women & kids 

Kiwanis House for single women 16-29 w/ one child 382-1004 

Margaret Laurence House 995-0058 Women &kids escaping abuse 
Low Cost Monthly Rentals 

CLOSED: YWCA Women's Residence - 880 Courtney Street, 386-7511 

Ritz Hotel - 710 Fort Street, 381-1868 

Fairfield Hotel - 710 Cormorant St., 386-1621 

York Hotel - 711 Johnson Street, 385-2544 

Douglas Hotel - 1450 Douglas Street, 383-4157 

Ocean Island Backpackers - 791 Pandora Avenue 385-1788 

Turtle Refuge Backpackers - 1608 Quadra Street 386-4471 

Vic. Human Exchange Soc. 361- 2762, 1-800-691-9366, www.humanx.org 

Extreme Outreach - men only, $350 + dep. No alcohol or drugs. 708-2064 


Subsidized and/or Supported Housing Services 
BC Housing (subsidized - low income families, 55+, or w/disabilities) 
301- 3440 Douglas Street, 475-7550 www.bchousing.org 
Burnside Gorge Community Assoc. 388-5251 members.shaw.ca/bgca 


Capital. Region Housing (subsidized, low income families, 55+, disabilities) 
623 Fisgard, 388-6422 www.crd.bc.ca/housing 


Coordinated Housing Registry (subsidized & supported housing) 
www.coolaid.org 826 Cormorant St. 356-254 


M'Akola Housing Society 384-1423 
Pacifica Housing Advisory Assoc. (families) 827 Fisgard 385-2131 


Pacifica Housing Serv/Downtown Outreach Serv (connects low-income folk w/ 
housing in private sector) 826 Cormorant 356-2555 


Pandora Youth Apts 753 Pandora, For 15-19 yrs, Andrea - 380-2663 
St.Vincent de Paul Soc. 382-2767 www.svdpvictoria.com/services/ 


Victoria Senior Citizen Housing Society - Please register with the Housing Registry 
at the BC Housing Management Commission: 301-3440 Douglas 250.475.7550 


Some Housing Searches on the Internet 


BC Housing Subsidized Housing List 
Brown Bros. Property Management 
BC Co-Operative Housing 

Camosun Off Campus Housing List 
David Burr Property Management 
Off Campus Housing for students 


www.bchousing.org 
www.brownbros.com 
www.chf.bc.ca/ 
http://www.myidealhome.com/ccss 
www.davidburr.com 


housing.uvic.ca/ads/index.php 
www.homes4students.ca 


Helpful Housing Hints 


1. Add your name to the BC Housing list. 

2. Add your name to the Coordinated Housing Registry. 

3. Get the addresses & phone numbers of subsidized or supported housing units 
from the Cool Aid Society, the BGCA, M’Akola, etc. If you find one you like, make 
friends, impress them, ask them to pull your name off the list. They can let you in, 
but you have to be listed with BC Housing first. 








Breakfast Club 
First Saturday: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Second Saturday: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8-10 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8-10 am; 385-7786 
Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew’s Hall, 8-10 am 








DAY WORKERS FOR HIRE 


We provide dependable labour for the odd jobs that arise in your 
home, office, or business. All wages go directly to the workers. 


101-749 Pandora, 388-9296 








Some places to call for help 


Action Committee of People with Disabilites - 926 View St., 383-4105 

Adult Addiction Comm. Treatment Serv: 2nd floor, 1250 Quadra, 727-3544 

AIDS Vancouver Island: 1601 Blanshard St., 384-2366 

Alano Club: 1402 Broad St, 383-9151 

Alcoholics Anon: #8, 2020 Douglas, 383-7744 (help), 383-0415 (off) 

Cool-Aid Medical Clinic: 385-1466 

Cool-Aid Phone Message Service ($5/mth): 383-1977 

Credit Counselling - 477-9998 

Foundation of Support of Recovery for Men: 480-1342 

HomelessNation.org - online community - 130-3 pm, Wednesdays, 755 Pandora 
Grief/Bereavement Counsel: Lorraine Jasmin, R.P.C., 1198 Goldstream, sliding scale 
Lalli Care Clinic - Drug Info, Med. Review, Alt Health - 386-5100, www.lallicareclinic.ca 
Men's Trauma Centre: 381-6367, #203-1420 Quadra St. www.menstrauma.ca 
Outreach Services Methadone Clinic: 2004 Fernwood Rd., 480-1232 

Problem Gambling Help Line - 1-888-795-6111 

Prostitute Empowerment & Education (PEERS): 744 Fairview Rd., 388-5325 
Research, Education, Evaluation, & Support Prog. (REES): 595-8619 

Salvation Army Addictions & Rehab Centre: 525 Johnson, 384-3396 

Seniors’ Advocacy Group - 388-7696 for advive; 360-1068 to be an advocate 
Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers (SOLID): 7-9 pm Weds, 1947 Cook 
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): #415 - 620 View Street 361-3521 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre: 384-3211 -- 231 Regina Ave V8Z 1J6 

Victoria Sobering & Assessment Centre: 1125 Pembroke, 213-4444 

Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Soc.: 536 Cecelia, 480-1342 

Youth-to-Youth Support Line - 24 hours. Confidential. 386-TALK, www.youthlines.ca 
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IF YOU THINK THE 


SYSTEM IS WORKING 
ASK SOMEONE WHO ISN'T 








The Advocate: . 
Vote in your own Interest! 


By W. Robert Arnold 





Every time I speak with a politician and ask them why they do not pay 
attention to the needs of poor people I am invariably told it is because poor 
people do not vote. Unfortunately, they are probably right. We don’t feel 
that the government will do anything for us. We know that the government 
has never done much for us. And we didn’t know how to make that 
change. It can be done, though. 


There are 800,000 voters in BC alone who live on incomes below the 
poverty line. If we all voted together we could make a real difference 
in any election. If the people in Canada who live below the poverty line 
were to band together and vote as a bloc, we could actually dictate who 
formed the government and make very strong demands about what that 
government does about our issues. 


I think the first step is to have every poor person decide which party will do 
most for them. In this federal election, for instance, the Liberals have said 
they are going to reduce poverty by 30% in the next five years and reduce 
child poverty by 50%. 


They have also said they will reinstate the Court Challenges Program and 
double the funding to $6 million a year. The Court challenges program 
allows poor people access to the Supreme Court of Canada to have their 
issues decided upon. The Conservatives canceled the funding for the 
program, thereby making it very difficult for us to get our rights. 


The Green party of Canada has committed to setting up a Guaranteed 
Livable Income, which would get rid of poverty altogether. If the poverty 
block of voters all voted for the Green party they might end up being the 
official opposition and make the possibility of a guaranteed income more 
likely. 

Step two is to go and work for the party you think will be most helpful to 
poor people. If we, the poor in our vast numbers, turned out to help anyone 
get elected by knocking on doors and staffing phones we could certainly 
make a difference. 


Finally, we have to vote. If we do not vote in our best interests no one else 
is going to do it for us. We can use this political system to get what we 
want and need; but we must do it ourselves. 


If you want to talk with someone about which party it would be in your 
best interest to vote for, talk to a friend or poverty group or an advocate. I 
am still trying to make up my mind about who will get my vote. I do know 
one thing. It will not be the party that cut off the funding to the National 
Anti-Poverty Organization, or to the Court Challenges Program or the 
Status of Women Action Group. That party does not care about us. It only 
cares about the rich oil companies and their rich friends. Can you guess 
which party that is? It starts with a “C”. 


I am not going to tell you to vote for any party; but I urge you to vote in 
your own interests once you find out what those are. I believe that if we 
vote in great numbers we will show the parties that they must pay attention 
to us. 


Before the next election we must form the voting bloc I spoke of. It will 
take a couple of years and some hard work; but it must 
be done if we are to eradicate poverty in this country. 
More of this in a later article! 


For now, look into the party platforms and see which 
will help you most, then vote. 
Robert is a 65 year old man who has fought poverty, his 


own and others, for over 45 years. He is President of the 
National Anti Poverty Organization, where he helps the 


voices of poor people be heard in the halls of power. 
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The Right to Sleep ? 
by Todd Coyne 


Lazing in the shade of the province’s highest 
court, David Arthur Johnston is surrounded by a 
dancing, drumming cadre of disciples numbering 
approximately twelve. An outer sanctum of small- 
press journalists mingles on the periphery to snap 
photos and gauge the weather for some herald of 
the week’s prevailing mood. It is Monday and the 
‘Right to Sleep Charter Challenge’ is projected to 
span the full duration of its five-day allotment at 
the Supreme Court of BC. 





“Tt all started when the city spread raw fish [a 
fertilizer] on the spot where I was sleeping outside 
and I knew I didn’t deserve that so I was doing 
something about it,” Johnston said. “The next 
thing I knew I had all this media attention and 
newspapers were calling me an advocate of the 
homeless.” 





The hearing is the culmination of a protracted challenge to Victoria’s municipal 
‘anti-camping’ bylaws on behalf of the former inhabitants of the Cridge Park tent- 
city - of whom, David Johnston is the most vocal and public defendant. Lawyers 

on behalf of Johnston et al., and the British Columbia Civil Liberties Association 
(BCCLA) proposed that the bylaws which prohibit erecting any temporary shelter 

in a public space negate Canada’s international obligations as a signatory to 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and violate the individual’s right to 
“security of person’ as guaranteed in Section 7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. 


Johnston’s perspective on the proceedings, however, characteristically eschews such 
legalese. “What’s really happening is they’re not letting people sleep under a tree 
because if they do then people will stop thinking they have to pay for their sleep and 
this will lead to economic collapse,” he said. 


Under the joint rubric of the Declaration of Human Rights and the Canadian Charter, 
the former park occupants’ defense conjured Medical Marijuana, Vancouver’s 

Insite facility, and the little-known absolution of a Yugoslavian heroin-mule as 

legal precedents in which ‘security of person’ trumped federal statutes. Citing these 
decisions, as well as a laundry list of depressing statistics taken from the city’s own 
unduly hyped and hubristic Mayor’s Task Force on Mental Illness, Addictions, and 
Homelessness 2007, the court heard the argument that sleeping under a temporary 
shelter and subsisting on public grounds are ‘harmless, involuntary, life-sustaining 
acts’ which are unavoidable and inseparable by definition from one’s status as 
homeless. Thus, the anti-camping bylaws amount to the arbitrary punishment of 
homelessness as an unlawful act rather than a mere state of existence, and implicitly 
criminalize poverty, claimed lawyers for the former occupants. 


Legal counsel for the City of Victoria and the BC Attorney General’s Office 
contested that the Cridge Park tent-city was a lawless bastion of violence, dope, 
disease, and degeneracy of every sort, and that striking down Victoria’s anti-camping 
bylaws would initiate the permanent occupation of public parks throughout the 
country - a point upon which the city, the province, and Johnston all seem to agree. 


“We have a large portion of the population who are having nervous breakdowns 
trying to make next month’s rent who instead of paying rent will just come live 

in the tent-cities,” said Johnston. “People have been living in tents for hundreds 

of thousands of years. For some reason we have it in our minds that we need a 
Canadian-certified lumber house when, in fact, there are enough buildings already 
and most of the buildings in every city in Canada are empty at night. You can have 
the dreams of gods in a cardboard box. It’s completely absurd that the poverty-pimps 
and those who believe in ‘democracy’ keep on wanting to play this game.” 


The BCCLA - the specifics of whose involvement Johnston admitted privately to 
having no express knowledge of, but that “they just kind of showed up and we were 
cool with that” - lent their judicial support to the move to strike down the bylaws 
prohibiting the homeless from erecting temporary shelters in Victoria. Lawyers for 
the citizens’ group argued that, counter to the claims of the city and those of the 
Attorney General’s Office, Victoria’s anti-camping bylaws constitute direct political 
exclusion and state abandonment of its most vulnerable citizens. 


The Attorney General’s Office responded to these charges by making its case 

that homelessness is not a personal characteristic like gender, religion, or sexual 
orientation in which the state has no interest in interfering. No citizen has the “right 
to be homeless”, lawyers for the Attorney General assured the court, and the state 
does not have any positive obligation under Section 7 of the Charter to provide for 
the personal security and liberty of homeless citizenry, but only a negative obligation 
to avoid directly depriving citizens of these Charter Rights. Whether denying the 
homeless adequate shelter and protection from the elements on public - ie, Crown 

- lands constitutes a direct deprivation of their constitutional rights to personal 
liberty and ‘security of person’ will be the determining issue in the outcome of this 
landmark case. 


No verdict has yet been read at the time of this publication, and given the foreseeable 
implications that any decision will have, not only on our city’s shelter-seeking 
homeless but on how we as a community and a society at large reconcile the dictums 
of our state with the basic needs of our neighbours, this legal debate is only in its 
infancy. 


“One way or another,” said Johnston, “T 1l be erecting a temporary abode and 
counting on it to save the world. People have had enough and they understand the 
practicality and efficiency of tent-cities and recognize the global emergency right 
now - we’re running out of food and we in Victoria want to pretend that tourism is 
still an innocent industry.” 


Todd is a musician and writer who works with the homeless in Vancouver’s 
Downtown East Side. 
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editor ’s note: After Alberta’s recent last 
provincial election I received this email, 
from a frustrated voter, and it causes me 
wonder about the legitimacy of our so- 
called ‘democracy’ ..... 


All I know is I couldn’t vote last night. 
For some reason, even though my 
boyfriend and I moved to this new 
neighbourhood a year and a half ago, we 
weren’t registered so we didn’t receive 

a card in the mail. (I assumed we’d get 
something because we received a card during the municipal 
election last fall, and the tax department has our info, so I didn’t 
pay much attention until the last minute, of course. 


Anyway, the elections web site was down all morning yesterday, 
and the info line busy, so we couldn’t find out where to vote 
until the afternoon. We decided to go after dinner and walk to 
get a bit of exercise. We got lost, but found it ten minutes before 
the close, only to discover that you need two pieces of ID. The 
high-security drivers license that they brought in a few years 
back, that they mail to you at the address they have on file! - is 
apparently not good enough. 


The distraught looking registrants accepted my boyfriend’s debit 
card as the second piece, but I had only brought my drivers 
license. I'll tell you, it was a weird feeling standing there in the 
middle of that community hall and not having the right to vote. I 
was a second class citizen there for a moment, not even a citizen, 
not really even a person. And right in the middle of the Alberta 
parkland that launched Nellie McClung! ... just cuz I didn’t have 
my papers. (Discrimination based on what? Disorganization?) 
Even though I was joking about it, I didn’t like it much. 


This scenario could have played out numerous times as 
everybody in Edmonton is moving around these days due to our 
so-called “boom.” But, this election is just another example of 
what it’s like trying to get anything done around here these days. 


There was some commentary in the news next day about the 

fact that the website that told you where to vote was down for a 
good part of the election day. There must have been thousands of 
people not registered, like us. 


Mostly the newspapers were predicting a Tory majority win 
pre-election day. I think this is a self-fulfilling prophecy, and 
inexcusably irresponsible of them. Last election, the Tories were 
in danger of losing seats because Ralph Klein was so unpopular 
at that point. The Journal runs a completely un-political, feel- 
good story on the front page about Ralph andnhis dad, and what 
regular, everyday, down-to-earth folks they are... the DAY 
BEFORE the election! 


The Liberal incumbent in my riding was well-liked and a hard 
worker. He obviously worked hard; he won me over with a really 
good newsletter about his social policies and the extracurricular 
work he’d done on homelessness and other issues. His lawn 
signs, billboards and ads were everywhere. The Liberal party 
HQ is in my neighbourhood. Compare this to the Progressive 
Conservative candidate, about whom I heard almost nothing 
before the election and saw maybe two, small lawn signs. How 
did a PC candidate take the seat away from a popular Liberal 
incumbent, with no advertising and no particular issues of note 
in the neighbourhood to explain it. All I know is, I was going to 
vote for him, and I wasn’t able to because I wasn’t registered or 
well informed about where to vote. 








Joe was in the 
fertilized egg 
business. 


He had several 
hundred young 
layers (hens), called 
‘pullets, and ten 
roosters to fertilize 
the eggs. 


He kept records, 
and any rooster not 
performing went into 
the soup pot and was 
replaced. 


This took a lot of 
time, so he bought 
some tiny bells and 
attached them to his 
roosters. 


Each bell had a 
different tone, 
so he could tell 
from a distance, 
which rooster was 
performing. 


Now, he could sit on 
the porch and fill out 
an efficiency report 
by just listening to the 
bells. 


Joe’s favorite rooster, 
old Butch, was a 
very fine specimen, 
but this morning he 


lected thinker. 
noticed oldButch’s |© Unser l ; 
bell hadn’t rung at The debate has a discourse that explores these notions about 


all! consent and has gone on for centuries and a control mechanism 
has evolved because of this. We, the third estate, have failed to 
keep up with the “evolution of control as expressed by the few” 
and thus failed to protect ourselves and therefore our individuality 
and community. A man named Walter Lippmann in the United 
States helped design the theory of “manufactured consent.” 


The Bewildered Herd 


by C'Daoim 





Well, a couple of elections are upon us. What 
do you think it means to consider that in the last 
election (you choose one) the majority didn’t 
vote? Apathy, uneducated, uninformed, or how 
about the majority didn’t think the system was working for all 
citizens and our planet? 





It is interesting to realize that the third estate, or what is referred 
to as the commons (that’s us the citizens), didn’t win the last 
election and form a coalition of the majority. I guess there is a law 
against the ruling of our society by the majority. 


Now I say this because according to the idea of democracy the 
majority rules. So it would appear that not voting is not getting us 
anywhere because the majority is not considered as a legitimate 
representation of society. Yet voting is giving authority and thus 
power to a representative of the few, the oligarchs. It is the classic 
damned if you do and damned if you don’t scenario. Voters do not 
have to publicly declare their reason for voting so why should the 
majority have to justify their reason for not voting? 


This brings me to a three pronged debate that happens inside 

the history of political socialization that is the hallmark of 
representative democracies. Consent, tacit consent, and of 
course manufactured consent. Political socialization is the 
understanding, correctly or incorrectly, that politics is necessary 
and its failure to evolve is commonly referred to as the dominate 
ideology. This ideology controls our ability to think for ourselves 
and trains our minds to believe that we are incapable of thinking 
of our own best interests. Training of our minds is called culture, 
which has a Latin root “culturas.” This means literally “the 
training of the mind;” it does not introduce a method of free 
thinking or independence, but rather the requirement to follow an 


When he went to 
investigate, he saw 
the other roosters 
were busy chasing 

pullets, 
bells-a-ringing, but 
the pullets, hearing 
the roosters coming, 
could run for cover. 


Now the whole issue of consent revolves around political 
philosophies. Consent would clearly mean that each citizen would 
be given a vote on every issue affecting our country, from war, 
environmentalism to poverty, a direct democracy. Tacit consent 
implies that just by voting for someone you are saying this person 
knows what is best for you. And this representative would do all 
your thinking for you and express it his or her own ideas. They 
don’t even have to fulfill what they promise, which is defined as 
demagoguery. This means to tell the people what they want to 
hear, because accountability is years away, at the next election. 


To Joe’s amazement, 
old Butch had his 
bell in his beak, so it 
couldn’t ring. 


He’d sneak up on a 


pullet, do his job and | Lippmann referred to the public as the “bewildered herd.” His 
walk on to the next | idea of training the minds of the public to consent to things that 
one. they would never understand to be in their own best interest is 
Joe was so proud of | actually dividing society into parts that stand against each other 
old Butch, he entered | in the name of Nationhood. He didn’t feel that it was important 
him inthe Renfrew _ | for everyone to know the facts; just that some citizens could 
County Fair manipulate them and this idea is called Freedom. The fact that 
and he became an people voted for it is referred to as Democracy. This is a major 
overnight sensation | part of Pax Americana. Is there such a thing as Pax Ameri- 
among the judges. Canadia? 


The result was that | What I’m asking is do you think that Lippmann‘s thoughts are 
the judges not only | American thoughts only or political thoughts that demonstrate 
awarded old Butch how to manage control by the few? As in a lesson for 
the No Bell Piece representative democracies to follow if you know what I mean. 
Prize but they also Į For now the hierarchism is calling for our vote, the support of the 
awarded him the “bewildered herd” is required for the enlightened herd. Yet they 
Pulletsurprise as well. | always fail to recognize what the bewildered herd requires to live, 
Clearly old Butch was they instead choose to dictate what we require to live. 


a politician in the 
making. 


Who else but a 
politician could figure 
out how to win two 
of the most highly 
coveted awards on 
our planet by being 
the best at sneaking 
up on the populace 
and screwing them 
when they weren’t 
paying attention. 


Vote carefully this 
year, the bells are not 
always audible. 


Author unknown, 
but appreciated 


“In the most civilized and progressive countries freedom of 
discussion is recognized as a fundamental principle. In fact we 
may say it is accepted as a test of enlightenment” ... (Bury 246). It 
should be a part of education...to explain...when it is reasonable 
and when it is not, to accept what [we] are told, on authority”... 
(Bury 251). 


James Bagnell Bury wrote those words in 1914 and I'd like to 
close with one more observation of Bury’s before you go to the 
poll. 


“If the history of civilization has any lesson to teach us it is this: 
there is one supreme condition of mental and moral progress 
which it is completely within the power of [the species itself] to 
secure, and that is perfect liberty of thought and discussion. The 
establishment of this liberty may be considered the most valuable 
achievement of modern civilization, as a condition of social 
progress it should be deemed fundamental” (Bury 239). 


Become Informed ... Society Needs You. 


Works Cited: Bury, James Bagnell. History of Freedom of Thought. 
Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1925 
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When a Wild Forest is cut down, does anybody Hear? 
by Richard Boyce 





Flying out of Coal Harbour, over Quatsino Inlet on the northwest corner of Vancouver 
Island, I looked down at a coastline dotted with fish farms, tree farms, and clear-cuts. We 
headed south along the rugged Pacific coast and flew past Red Stripe Mountain, logged 
from the waterline up and over its peak at 639 metres (2096 feet). 


Back in May I wrote of my journey by logging road into the Upper East Creek 
Valley where I discovered that the highest standards of logging in the province, much 
flaunted by government and the logging industry, are nothing short of clear-cuts and 
environmental destruction on a massive scale. 


We flew up Klaskish Inlet and over the estuary of East Creek with its beautiful tidal fields 
and interwoven channels. The lush forest below carpeted the valley floor and swept up 
the steep slopes to the tops of the surrounding mountains. It was difficult to keep track 
of the meandering creek as we soared higher into the watershed and the valley split into 
several narrow canyons. 





——— a Se a — eS 


Suddenly the thick foliage was ruptured by a gapping hole that ripped open the canopy to 
reveal bleached stumps and crushed wood debris. 


The clear-cuts became more recent as we circled the upper valley of East Creek, below 
I could see a grapple-yarder at work, a fully loaded logging truck driving over a bridge, 
an excavator building a new road, and vehicles parked at the edge of a cut-block which 
still contained fresh cut trees. The upper watershed looked like a patchwork quilt of 
destruction woven together by sparse threads of trees. 


I was glad when we finally drifted back down over the pristine rainforest and made our 
descent towards the ocean. The pilot skillfully landed the Beaver Seaplane behind an 
island and taxied towards a sandy beach. I jumped into the water and helped position the 
seaplane while my friend and the pilot unlashed our kayaks. We waded onto shore and 
the pilot took off, leaving us alone in the wilderness of Klaskish. 


Having obtained permission from their descendents, the Quatsino First Nations, we 
entered the ancient village site of people who lived here for nearly 10,000 years prior to 
contact with western civilization. We spent the afternoon marveling at culturally modified 
trees, which had been altered by first nations hundreds of years ago. 


The forest was dense from the ground up into the canopy. Life flourished on every 
surface with diversity that boggled my mind. 


This feeling continued throughout our trip as we explored the estuary of East Creek, 
paddled up past the tidal surge, and spent time examining some of the giant trees that 
grow close to the shoreline. 

One of these was a massive Pacific Red Cedar which measures 54 feet in circumference 
and was hollowed out by fire many years ago, creating a cave which could easily shelter 
several people. Sitka Spruce, which appeared to be relatively short for this typically tall 
species, were surprisingly wide and numerous. 


We paddled north along 8 km of rugged coast exposed to the Pacific Ocean. Luckily 
there was little wind but swells and rebounding waves make for a rough ride with chaotic 
wave patterns that took us 3 hours to navigate. We were impressed by the abundance of 
healthy kelp gardens along the way. When we reached the safety of Heater Point and 
entered into Klaskino Inlet, we were greeted by several Sea Otters, and realized they are 
likely the cause for the healthy kelp. 


These rare and endangered species were nearly trapped to extinction for their furs and 
were completely wiped out along the west coast of Vancouver Island. Sea Urchins are 
one of the main food sources for this cute furry mammal and the main food for Urchins is 
kelp. 


This is significant because kelp beds are the breeding grounds for plankton, as well as 
many small fish, which provide the base for the entire marine food chain. Biologists were 
noticing that the kelp beds were disappearing and they acted with an experiment that 
included transporting Sea Otters from Alaska and releasing them along the west coast of 
Vancouver Island. This project began in 1969 with 89 adults, 
which have established a healthy population between Tofino 
and Cape Scott where approximately 3,000 were counted in 
2004. 


Richard Boyce is a free-lance writer and award winning 
documentary filmmaker. Island Lens has been published 
by the Parksville-Qualicum News for the past four years. 
islandlens blogspot.com. 


Photo: View from a seaplane over the mouth of Klaskish Inlet 
heading towards East Creek Valley 











Concerned Citizens take over 
Western Forest Products open house! 


from Dogwood Initiative (dogwoodinitiative.org) 


Last night 
[Sept 9th] at 
the Shirley 
Community 
Hall over 120 
frustrated and 
concerned 
citizens 
showed up at 
a WFP open 
house to tell 
WFP they 
oppose their 
subdivision 
applications 
for a massive 
area West of 
Sooke. 


Instead of 
milling about 
and letting 
representatives 
from WFP sell 
us on their 
destructive 
subdivision 
proposal, we 

Į put out chairs, 
sat down and 
demanded an 
opportunity for 
our concerns to be aired. Western Forest Products proposed subdivision 
covers an area 1.5 times the municipality of Oak Bay, undermines 

the regional growth strategy and official community plans, and has 
continuously ignored community concerns. 


Affected communities and citizens had the opportunity to voice their 
outrage, and betrayal, and pushed for legitimate consultation which 
must includes a public hearing with provincial approving officer Bob 
Wylie. Mr. Wylie has to consider the public interest when he decides 
whether or not to approve WFP’s subdivisions. 


Tell Bob Wylie you want a public hearing - Bob.Wylie@gov.bc.ca or 
tel: (250)-751-3278 


Thanks to everyone who took the time to be seen and heard! 


Photo: Dogwood Initiative representative Maurita Prato speaking about 
Jordan River at Camosun College's Guerrilla Arts Festival Sept 6th. 


A Vote for Peace is a Vote for Earth 








CANADIANS eam’ 
PERSPECTIVES. | 
à S 


The Vote for Peace Committee is concerned that “the October election 
will come and go and our troops will still be fighting and dying in 
Afghanistan. Both the Conservatives and the Liberals voted to extend 
the mission into 2001, and the NDP has been silent on the issue so far 
in this election period,” said spokesperson Lisa Karoway. 


The Committee wants: 


The immediate withdrawal of all troops in Afghanistan. 

Stop all current and future involvement in Iraq. 

Let US War Resisters seeking asylum in Canada stay. 

Stop the use of depleted uranium and phosphorous bombs. 

Replace military spending w/ funds for affordable housing & education. 


The Vote for Peace Committee includes the Victoria Peace Coalition, BC 
Labour Against War, Canada Out of Afghanistan Coalition, The War Resisters 
Support Campaign, The Canadian Department of Peace Initiative and the 
Council of Canadians. 


Victoria Street Newz 
October 08, Volume 5 #7 


EXCLUSIVE OPINION POLL 


10 


By Gordon Pollard 





VICTORIA RIDING: 
STREET NEWZ POLL 


Denise Savoie 
(New Democrat) 


Jack McClintock 
(Conservative) 


Anne Park Shannon 
(Liberal) 


Adam Saab 
(Green) 


VICTORIA RIDING: 
2006 ELECTION 


Denise Savoie 
(New Democrat) 


David Mulroney 
(Liberal) 


Robin Baird 
(Conservative) 


Ariel Lade 
(Green) 


Others 


VICTORIA RIDING: 
2004 ELECTION 


David Anderson 
(Liberal) 


David Turner 
(New Democrat) 


Logan Wenham 
(Conservative) 


Ariel Lade 
(Green) 


Derek Skinner 
(Canadian Action Party) 


SAVOIE POISED FOR SECOND TERM IN OTTAWA 


Incumbent New Democratic MP Denise Savoie 
appears headed for a fairly easy re-election in 
Victoria on October 14th, according to the results 
of an exclusive public opinion survey conducted for 
“Victoria Street Newz.” 


A random sample of 400 decided voters in the 
Victoria federal constituency were polled by 
telephone from September 2nd to 13th and asked: 


“If a federal election were being held today, which 
candidate would you vote for in the Victoria riding: 


Jack McClintock of the Conservative Party, 
Anne Park Shannon of the Liberal Party, 
Adam Saab of the Green Party, or 

Denise Savoie of the New Democratic Party?” 


Savoie was supported by 149 respondents (37.3) per 
cent) while McClintock received 110 votes (27.5) 
per cent, Park Shannon 95 votes (23.8 per cent) and 
Saab 38 votes (9.5 per cent). Eight respondents (2 
per cent) gave their support to independents or other 
parties (including the Marijuana Party, the Western 
Canada Concept and the Christian Heritage Party). 


Since Saab was not nominated as Green candidate 
until the evening of September 8th, for the first 
seven nights of polling, survey respondents were 
offered as choices: McClintock, Park Shannon, 
Savoie or “the candidate of the Green Party who has 
not yet been chosen.” 


A total of 53 people questioned (11.7 per cent of the 
overal total) said they intend to vote but have not 
yet decided which candidate tos upport. 


About 62,000 voters are expected to go to the polls 
in Victoria on October 14th. Projecting vote totals 
on the basis of the trend in this poll, Savoie will 
likely get about 22,000 to 24,000 votes, McClintock 
16,000 to 18,000, Park Shannon 13,500 to 15,500 
and Saab 5,000 to 7,000. 


None of the parties has reason to be entirely happy 
with the results of this survey. Indeed, it could 
perhaps best be described as a sobering-news-for- 
everyone poll. 


For Jack Layton’s NDP, the poll results are cause 
for short-term satisfaction but also a bit of long-term 
concern. Though its margin of victory will likely be 
reduced a bit from the last election, the NDP should 
still win Victoria this time by a comfortable margin. 


It will also be the first time an NDP MP has been re- 
elected in Victoria. The only previous NDP member 
for Victoria (John Brewin (1988-1993), was turfed 
out of office ignominiously after declaring personal 
bankruptcy. 


Looking to the future, however, there are possible 
storm clouds on the horizon for the NDP since its 

share of the vote appears to have fallen slightly to 
37.3 per cent after rocketing from 13.0 per cent in 
2000 to 31.1 per cent in 2004 and increasing again 
to 38.5 per cent in 2006. 


For Stephen Harper’s Conservatives, the poll results 


are encouraging in some respects but frustrating in 
others. The party has increased its support since 
the last election (from 24.0 per cent to 27.5 per 
cent) and will likely leap-frog over the Liberals into 
second place. But Tory support is still well below 
levels reached in the five consecutive victories by 
Victoria’s former Progressive Conservative MP 
Allan McKinnon, who obtained 47.7 per cent of the 
vote in 1972, 55.3 per cent in 1974, 55.2 per cent 
in 1979, 50.4 per cent in 1980 and 46.5 per cent in 
1984. 


The Conservatives’ Achilles heel continues to be 
the western part of the riding. The poll shows that 
while the Tories are doing fairly well in the more 
affluent eastern part of the constituency, they are 
trailing far behind the NDP in the relatively lower- 
income areas west of Shelbourne Street. 


For Stéphane Dion’s Liberals, the survey results are 
very disappointing. It appears the party will slip 
from second place to third and likely experience 
the worst defeat it has suffered in this riding since 
the 1988 federal election when Liberal Michael 
O’Connor got only 21.4 per cent of the vote. 
Nonetheless, the party’s 23.8 per cent of the vote in 
the poll is still well above the 12.7 per cent level to 
which the Liberals plunged in Victoria in 1984. 


Local Liberals have also been shaken by recent 
political developments at the municipal level. There 
has been much speculation that Alan Lowe, who 

is retiring as Victoria’s mayor in November, plans 

to run as a Liberal “star” candidate in Victoria in a 
future federal election. But it now appears Lowe’s 
prospects as a federal candidate may have been 
damaged by the leading role he played in the long, 
costly soap opera that culminated in the resignation 
of Victoria Police Chief Paul Battershill in August. 


For Elizabeth May’s Greens, this is a good-news- 
and-bad-news poll. The party’s share of the vote is 
up a bit but remains stuck at around the 10 per cent 
mark. After obtaining 11.7 per cent of the vote in 
Victoria in 2004, it slipped to 8.1 per cent in 2006 
and, according to the poll, it is now back to 9.5 per 
cent. The Greens can take at least some comfort 
that they are treading water, not sinking. 


The candidates running in Victoria this time come 
from quite different backgrounds and offer voters a 
wide variety of experience. 


Before winning a seat in Parliament in 2006, the 
NDP’s Denise Savoie served two terms on Victoria 
city council. She worked as a teacher and federal 
civil servant for 25 years. 


Conservative Jack McClintock is a native of 
Saskatoon, Sask., and worked for seven years as a 
conservation officer in Alberta and the Yukon. He 
has been a police officer in Vancouver, Victoria and 
Central Saanich for 24 years. 


Liberal Anne Park Shannon has worked as a 

federal and international civil servant, holding such 
positions as assistant deputy minister of finance in 
Ottawa and leader of Canada’s delegation to the UN 
Human Rights Commission. 





Green Party standard-bearer Adam Saab graduated 
recently from UBC’s Okanagan branch in Kelowna 
and is currently serving as executive assistant to 
provincial Green leader Jane Sterk. He took over as 
green candidate for Victoria when Ken Wigen, who 
had been nominated earlier, dropped out of the race. 


McClintock, Park Shannon, and Saab are all making 
their first bids for elective office. 


The 2006 federal election was historic for Victoria 
on two counts: ending both 135 years of male 
domination of the riding and more than eight 
decades of “bandwagon” support for newly-elected 
prime ministers. 


Prior to electing Denise Savoie in 2006, Victoria 
voters had gone to the polls 45 times in federal 
elections and by-elections from 1871 to 2004 and 
had always chosen white male representatives. 


Meanwhile, Stephen Harper gained a dubious 
distinction in 2006 by becoming the first newly- 
elected prime minister in 85 years to fail to win the 
Victoria seat. Prior to 2006, the last prime minister 
not to have a Victoria MP in his first caucus was 
Liberal William Lyon MacKenzie King in 1921. 


In the intervening years, Victoria voters jumped 
on the “bandwagons” of 10 consecutive newly- 
elected prime ministers, with Simon Fraser Tolmie 
winning the seat for Conservative Prime Minister 
Arthur Meighen in 1925, D’Arcy Britton Plunkett 
for Conservative Prime Minister R.B. Bennett in 
1930, R.W. Mayhew for Liberal Prime Minister 
Louis St. Laurent in 1949, A. DeB. McPhillips 

for Progressive Conservative Prime Minister John 
Diefenbaker in 1957, David Groos for Liberal 
Prime Ministers Lester Pearson in 1963 and Pierre 
Trudeau in 1968, Allan McKinnon for Progressive 
Conservative Prime Ministers Joe Clark in 1979 and 
Brian Mulroney in 1984, and David Anderson for 
Liberal Prime Ministers Jean Chrétien in 1993 and 
Paul Martin in 2004. 


The only two prime ministers during that period 
who were chosen by their parties but failed to win a 
national election (Liberal John Turner in 1984 and 
Progressive Conservative Kim Campbell in 1993) 
also failed to win the Victoria seat. 


Gordon Pollard, who carried out this survey, 
conducted an opinion poll for “Victoria Street 
Newz” for the 2006 federal election. That poll 
accurately predicted the result for each of the four 
candidates in Victoria within less than one per cent. 


A native of Victoria, 
Gordon has a BA from 

the University of Victoria 
and a MA from Columbia 
University in New York 
City. After working for 

10 years as a journalist in 
B.C., Alberta and Ontario, 
he spent 20 years teaching | Be 
English and History in 4 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka. 
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Cuba Caravan Slays the US 


Customs Dragon 
Once Again 


by Gerry Bill 


“If there is a law against loving your 
neighbor, I want to break it” 
(Pastors for Peace slogan). 


Is it legal or illegal for US citizens to take 
humanitarian aid to our neighbors in Cuba? That 

is the question Pastors for Peace puts to our 
government every year as it openly, some would say 
blatantly, defies the nearly fifty- year old blockade 
of Cuba. 


In accordance with the best principles of civil 
disobedience, Pastors for Peace makes no secret 
of its intention to break through the virtual wall 
that the US has tried to construct around the island 
nation. Pastors considers the blockade to be both 
illegal under international law and immoral under 
the law of common human decency. 


This summer was my second time to experience a 
Pastors for Peace caravan to Cuba. Once again it 
was made abundantly clear to me that I would be 
breaking the law, and that I would be participating 
in collective civil disobedience. I don’t break many 
laws, but this is just the sort of law I want to break. 


Every year Pastors for Peace successfully challenges 
the blockade, and in the process they expose the 
hypocrisy, futility, and outright silliness of the whole 
thing. This year was no exception. 


To get to Cuba we go through Mexico. US exit 
customs knows we are coming - the date of the 
crossing, after all, is listed on the caravan website 
months in advance. The customs agents even have 
the cell phone numbers of the Pastors for Peace 
leadership, and they check in frequently in the days 
before the crossing to see how things are going. 
Pastors does not in any way try to hide what it is 
doing from the officials. When we arrive at the 
border we have “Cuba” plastered all over our trucks 
and buses in very large letters. We want them to 
see us coming. They are waiting for us, and they 
have special equipment and extra customs officers 
on hand to deal with the situation. This year the 
routine was the same as last year. They diverted us 
into a customs yard, x-rayed all of our vehicles with 
a portable machine mounted on a truck, and then 
went through the vehicles looking for contraband. 


Sometimes it is a little hard to figure out just what 
constitutes contraband. After all, our government 
says we can’t take anything to Cuba, so maybe all 
100 tons of the aid could be considered contraband. 
One year, oddly enough, the designation contraband 
was applied to several boxes of breast pumps. Go 
figure. Do breast pumps have some secret military 
use about which we have been told nothing? If 
anyone out there knows the answer to that one, 
please let me know. This year the focus seemed 

to be on computers. The computers were destined 
for hospitals and medical clinics in Cuba, but that 
makes no difference to customs officials. We had 
about 130 computers scattered amongst the twelve 
vehicles in the caravan. The customs agents spotted 
these on the x-rays and confiscated 32 of them. Why 
they stopped at 32 is anybody’s guess. Maybe they 
just got tired of searching. We refused to unload the 





aid for them, 

so they had to 
do all the hard 
physical labor 
themselves. It 
was Starting to 
get pretty hot, so 
maybe they just 
decided enough 
was enough. 
This is a little dance we do with the 
customs people every year. 


Meanwhile, there was something else going on at an 
entirely different level. People in 125 other cities 
across the country were busily calling the media and 
their members of Congress to protest the computer 
confiscation. My thanks go out to all of you in the 
Fresno area who participated in that effort. We 

call it the emergency response network, and it is 
very effective. Members of Congress, or their 

staff people, contact the Department of Commerce 
to find out what this is all about, and pretty soon 

the Commerce Department is on the phone to the 
customs people at the McAllen/Reynosa border 
crossing. The media start making inquiries as 

well. All of this lets the customs officials know that 
Washington and the media are watching them. In 
that situation the customs officials usually back off, 
because otherwise it will turn into a public relations 
battle that US Customs cannot win. 
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being arrested. What 
we were to do was take 
the 32 computers, one 

at a time, into our arms, 
and then walk them 
right across the bridge to 
Mexico. This was to be 
done in full view of the 
customs officials. The 
strategy worked quite 
well. The customs officials, who really did not want 
a confrontation, conveniently looked the other way 
as we walked across the bridge under their noses. 


No one was arrested. Waiting on the Mexican 
side of the bridge were some of our supporters in 
Reynosa. They took over from there and sent the 
computers on their way to Cuba. The Mexicans, 
of course, are not breaking any Mexican law when 
they take things like that to Cuba. 


So what did US Customs accomplish by all of 
their antics? They delayed by about two weeks the 
delivery of a handful of computers to Cuba. This 
is how it turns out every year. This was the 19th 
Pastors for Peace caravan to Cuba, and Pastors has 
always gotten its aid through, one way or another. 
The best US Customs has ever been able to do is 
create some delays. 


What did Pastors for Peace accomplish? They 
delivered 100 tons of aid to Cuba, including the 

32 “detained” computers. They got the attention 
of the media and of some officials in Washington. 
They made the blockade look silly, anachronistic, 
and un-enforceable. They educated people in 125 
cities across the US and Canada about Cuba, about 


| the Cuban Five, and about the folly of the blockade. 


And everyone on the caravan had a blast doing it. 


Next year will be the 20th Cuba caravan 

organized by Pastors for Peace. It will also be 

the 50th anniversary of the Cuban Revolution. 
Coincidentally, it is also the 40th anniversary of 
the Venceremos Brigade, which coordinates certain 
activities with Pastors for Peace. Therefore, next 


“= year is being dubbed 20/40/50, and an extra effort 





For whatever reason, after several hours in the 
customs yard the officials let us go across the border 
with all the rest of our aid sans the 32 computers. 
End of story, you might think. Wrong. The drivers 
did take the vehicles on into Mexico, but some of 
the caravanistas decided the confiscation of the 
computers was an outrage. They stayed behind 

in the customs yard and organized a spontaneous 
demonstration right there at the border crossing, 
blocking some of the lanes of traffic. The customs 
officials noticed, but did nothing. The demonstration 
lasted about 20 minutes, after which the protesting 
caravanistas went across the border also. 


But even that does not end the saga of the 32 
computers. Fast forward about two weeks as the 
caravan is crossing the border back into the US. 
We call this the reverse challenge. Once again, we 
do a little dance with the US officials. This year 
the dance had a new twist, and it involved the 32 
computers. Thanks to the emergency response 
network (and all of you) a lot of pressure had been 
generated in Washington D.C. The word came 
down from somewhere to let the 32 computers 

go. So after we had cleared immigration with our 
passports and cleared US entry customs with our 
sie personal luggage, the officials 
returned the computers to us. 


According to the customs 
officials the computers were not 
really confiscated; they were just 
“detained.” The computers were 
returned to us on US soil, and 
that was where customs thought 
they should stay. But Lucius 
Walker, the head of Pastors for 
Peace, had other ideas. He had 
received word in advance that 
the computers would likely be 
returned to us. He got several of 
us to volunteer for special duty 
that he warned could lead to us 


will be made to double the size of the caravan. 


These caravans are not for everyone. You have to 
be willing to engage in some civil disobedience. 
But if that doesn’t scare you off, I highly 
recommend the caravan experience. The dates for 
the 2009 caravan have not been set, but it will be 
in the summer, probably in July, perhaps involving 
the tail end of June. The cost this year was $1600, 
and that covered virtually everything. For more 
information go to pastorsforpeace.org. 


This article was originally published in the Fresno 
Community Alliance Magazine (www,fresnoalliance. 
com/home/magazine), and reprinted with permission 
of the author. 


Gerry Bill is Emeritus Professor of Sociology and 
American Studies atFresno City College, and is on 

the boards of directors of the Fresno Free College 
Foundation, radio station KFCF, and the Fresno Center 
for Nonviolence. He may be reached at gerry.bill@ 
gmail.com. 


editor ’s note: Gerry and I were the two vegans on the 
Caravan this year and we’ve talked about collecting 
various soy products for the caravan next year (little 
soy milk tetrapacks, soy jerky, good organic soya 
seeds, maybe a vegan cookbook or two ....). If you’d 
like to help gather these or other earth friendly 
products to send on the 2009 caravan, please contact 
me at streetnewz@islandnet.com. 


Also ... Pll be presenting a slide show story about my 
journey through America and Mexico and Cuba at 
Camas Bookstore on October llth starting at 7:30 
pm. If you'd like to help me organize other slide show 
presentations, or if you’d like me to present an account 
of my journey for your group or organization, please 
write to me at streetnewz@islandnet.com. 


photos (by Janine Bandcroft) top: Gerry Bill carried 
about $3,000 worth of medicine which had to be kept 
at or near room temperature. Leni Reeves of Meadow 
Lakes donated the medicine. 


middle: Rev. Lucius Walker (front of the line) and 
other caravanistas picked up the returned computers 
and walked them across the bridge to our supporters 
in Mexico, who had agreed to send them on to Cuba. 
The people carrying the computers were risking arrest, 
but no one was arrested. 


bottom: Caravanistas shut down the international 
border between the USA and Mexico to show their 
disagreement when Homeland Security stole 32 

computers donated to Cuba. No one was arrested. 
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Healing earth 


Victoria BC 250-920-8351 
medicalherbalist@yahoo.ca 
askaherbalist.ca 










en 
Dharma teachings and retreats 
* Deep relaxation ** Meditation * 
* Spiritual videos ** Discussion * 
Wednesdays 
7pm SHARP 
Bring a pillow & light blanket 
Donation $5 





their Tony’s trailer! 


tonystrailers.com 
766 Handy Road, Mill 


547 vonnean Street 


| 422 Cray atone Road 


HEMP & CP E COMPANY plan atta com 


Street Newz : 
subscription Guitar or Harmonica Lessons 
i with Professional Singer Songwriter, 
Pee Re A Recording Artist 
buddy ‘Slick’ love LEE FAMER 











Ages 12 years and up. All Levels. Individual 
one-to-one lessons, (no groups), tailored to 


your musical abilities. 


$30.00 per hour, All Music Provided. 


All you need is a guitar or harmonica, and a positive 
attitude. Located on major bus routes, 4 blocks from UVIC. 


contact tony at: 


Bay 
(250) 743-9915 


email: chuckmonroe123@yahoo.ca 



























James Bay New Horizons 
234 Menzies St. 


Info: OpenDharmaBC@yahoo.com 
a 360-0052 
www.Open DharmaCanada.org 


ct 








CASCADIA MASSAGE THERAPY 


www.cascadiamassagetherapy.com 


© 


DAVID BAROFF, RMT 


Jim Butler and Larry Gagnon 
accept requests for and 
contributions of used 
computer components. 
They'll rebuild and 
redistribute internet capable 
computers. 


1857 Fairburn Drive 
Victoria, BC V8N 1P8 
(250) 472-2016 





Free indefinite 
loan 





to low or no 
Income 
people. “What women 
have to stand on 
For more squarely is not 
info their ability to 


see the world 
in the way men 
see it, but the 


call Jim at 474-3446 














4725 Quadra 


| 
= | Rob Fleming, MLA 
Victoria - Hillside 


Our Office is Open to Serve You 


1020 Hillside Avenue 
250 360.2023 
rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca 


“ms 


“Community © 


Sophisticated 
Dentistry — 
For the 
Sensitive 
Patient 


DR DEANNA GEDIO DDS 


#404-645 Fort St. 
250-339-0669 





importance and 

validity of their 

seeing it in some 
other way.” 
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SCREER PRODUCTIONS 
Mary Austin 


CUSTOM ARTWORK, 
SCELIRPRIRTIAG ARG [MEROIDERT 


FOR ALL YOUR RETAIL, 
PORPORATE DESIGH AMD SPECIAL 
EVER í REEDS 


540 David Street 
(250) 330-6300 
iInfoormedasereen.ca 
wiegascreeh.ca 


Community Office 
LOSA Fort Surect, Victoria 
P: (250) 952-4211 
F (250) 952-4586 
carole. jam esmlréleg boca 
ww oppiiiion, béca 


Carole James, MLA 


Victoria - Beacon Hill 


dark horse books 


623 johnson street 
(250)386-8736 

ot quasi-alternative, 

" Ta wnusual and eclectic 


+e 


i Sun, Mon, Tues: 12-5 
Wed, Thurs,Fri,Sat: 10-6 


Victoria’s BIG little bookshop. 


v ictoria Join the Team !! Earn Money selling Street Newz! 


| For info contact John at 886-5363 or visit him at his office” 
Y G @ e W Z outside Coast Capital near Fort on Douglas Street. 





Dallas Bernie 


WHERE YOUR $$$$$ GOES | Victorii Check out the vendors’ 


Vendors pay 50 cents for each Street Newz new hats thanks to 
(that $$$ pays the printer); Hemp G Co, 


whatever you give them is theirs to keep. 





and Mega Sereen ! 
-= ra 


e're waaaa too ‘radical’ to have charitable WA ku. taste. oo hi fee ce oD 
Ta so we ear se AE a s sean | Subscriptions are fun for you or a friend lll 


One staff person receives $800 a month (about $8/hr, when we've 
got it) to co-ordinate the various components involved, including 
production of the newzpaper itself. 





As you can see, our bank account is empty. 


from charities or foundations. 


Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): 


Individual donations (and paper sales) keep us alive - ] 

autonomous, and independent - a truly free press!!! Regular Low Income American Int'l 
Thanks for whatever you're doing to help that happen. l i35 320 240 250 
THE SNZ BOOKS Aug TO | Volume Subscriptions - for your clients/customers/office: 
Street Newz Revenue 

aper Sales (from vendors) 635.00 money | 5 copies/mth 10 copies/mth 20 copies/mth 
Gis inning) wo 15000 from $173/yr *300/yr *600/yr 
Advertising j 0.00 
ee Donation to SNZ i E li the sale l Just a Donation 


Total Street Newz Revenue 2231.50 2125.00 of this 


Street Newz Expenses l $10 $25 950 875 $100 $200 other 


Salaries 800.00 800.00 news 


aper & Printing Costs 582.75 582.75 a 
Office expenses/website 0.00 23.00 paper l Name: 
ostage 70.00 62.13 


Total Street Newz Expenses 1452.75 1467.88 be used Address: 

Street Newz 778.75 657.12 for 

Bread & Roses Revenue City: 

Grants 0.00 0.00 peace, | b 

Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 0.00 e n 
Bread & Roses Expenses and pass Province/State: Postal/Zi p: 
Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 40.50 40.50 


Street Newz Donation 800.00 800.00 through l Pho ne/emai |: 
otal Bread & Roses Expenses 840.50 840.50 he aling 


Bread & Roses -840.50 -840.50 -740. . . 
Consolidated Total (Street Newz + B&R) -61.75 -183.38 - hands. l Please return to Victoria Street Newz 


Bread & Roses Bank Balance 1043.39 661.32 ; 1 027 Pandora Ave, Vic BC, V8V 3P6 Thanks! 
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